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T.1 HOW TO USE THIS CODE
The following text is advisory only and is intended to give a brief overview of the overall Unified 
Development Ordinance. The Town Planning Staff is always available via phone or email - see www.
summervillesc.gov/160/Planning for contact information.

T.1.1 	 IF YOU OWN OR LEASE PROPERTY AND WANT TO KNOW WHAT RULES APPLY IN ORDER TO BUILD OR 
ESTABLISH A PARTICULAR USE:

A.	 Step 1: Find your zoning district and any overlay districts by looking at the Official 
Zoning Map (Planning Department or www.summervillesc.gov/241/Unified-
Development-Ordinance)

B.	 Step 2: Determine the development standards — setbacks, building height limits, etc. 
— as described in Chapter 2. See Section 2.5 for Mixed-Use Districts and Section 2.7 for 
Conventional Districts.

1.	 Additional standards for Parking, Landscaping, and Lighting can be found in 
Chapters 7, 8 and 9 respectively.

2.	 If there is an existing building that does not conform to the development standards 
in Chapter 2, see Chapter 12: Nonconformities.

C.	 Step 3: Determine approved uses, and any conditions and special exceptions that may 
apply — Chapter 3, beginning with Section 3.2. If there is an existing use that does not 
conform to the Use Provisions in Chapter 3, see Chapter 12: Nonconformities.

D.	 Step 4: If the project involves any new construction or building modification:

1.	 see Chapter 4 for Building Design standards and whether or not they apply

2.	 see Chapter 11 for Stormwater Standards, along with other Environmental 
Protection standards including Floodplain Management.

E.	 Step 5: If the project involves any signage, see Chapter 10.

F.	 Step 6: Determine the process for moving forward, as described in Chapter 13.

T.1.2 	 IF YOU WANT TO SUBDIVIDE YOUR PROPERTY

A.	 Step 1: Find your zoning district and any overlay districts by looking at the Official 
Zoning Map (Planning Department or www.summervillesc.gov/241/Unified-
Development-Ordinance)

B.	 Step 2: Determine the development standards — minimum lot sizes, setbacks, etc. — as 
described in Chapter 2.

C.	 Step 3: Determine approved uses, and any conditions and special exceptions that may 
apply — Chapter 3, beginning with Section 3.2.

D.	 Step4: Determine the subdivision and infrastructure standards for the proposed 
development of the property in Chapter 5.

E.	 Step 5: Determine the process for moving forward, as described in Chapter 13.

T.1.3 	 IF YOU WANT TO CHANGE YOUR ZONING DISTRICT

	 Only Town Council may rezone property following public notice and public hearings. See 	
	 Section 13.11 for a description of the complete process.

http://www.summervillesc.gov/160/Planning
http://www.summervillesc.gov/160/Planning
http://www.summervillesc.gov/241/Unified-Development-Ordinance
http://www.summervillesc.gov/241/Unified-Development-Ordinance
http://www.summervillesc.gov/241/Unified-Development-Ordinance
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